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ag BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET - DECEMBER 1976 


President: Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323670 
Secretary: Mrs. M. Rotheram 301671 
Treasurer: Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


MEETINGS held in the Biology Section at 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth. at 
8 p.em., first Friday of each month. 


kth FEBRUARY 1977 - Member's Night, 
4th MARCH 1977 - Annual Meeting. 


"Practical Night". 


EXCURSION 5th DiCEMBER - As this is the last Excursion 
for 1976, we plan to spend the afternoon at the "Bird 
Observer's Sanctuary" at Linton, having an early tea 


there. Cars leave Crockers at 1.30, members and friends 
very welcome. 


EXCURSION 6th FEBRUARY 1977 - Anglesea, Miss M. White. 


5th NOVEMBER MEETING ~ A new member, Dr. Frank Harrap was 
welcomed, also Mrs. Clarrie Shalders after an absence of 
several years. Mrs. Rotheram reported on the W.V.F.N.C.A 
Whipstick Camp Out held during October. Several of our 
members attended. 


MR. P. PREVETT spoke on Unique forms of Mammals due to 
Evolution and Isolation. Many mammals of Australia prior 
to Tertiary period became established then because of the 
Continental Drift from Scandinanaland were isolated from 
factors which through natural selection would have caused 
great variation in some of their characteristics. One 
chart used showed that because of certain environmental 
conditions some 12 Kangaroo variations - potoroo, quokka, 
rat kangaroo, grey forester, parma wallaby, etc. had 
sprung from one common ancestral kangaroo. 


Some slides used showed similar variations between 
the black backed and the white backed magpie also between 
the Crimson, Adelaide and Yellow Rosella which in effect 


are the one species with environmental variations, 


He then explained a genetic variation chart whereby 
certain characteristics of creatures were caused by 
different chromosonal variations. This was further 
illustrated by some 15 cages displaying various character- 
istics from hairless to vari-coloured mice used for 
experimental purposes. 


Mr. Hooper moved a vote of thanks with acclamation. 


Contributed ~ Mr. P. Fry. 


NOVEMBER EXCURSICUN to Mt. Cole was an enjoyable afternoon 
for the occupants of 15 cars. we had lunch at the Big 
Hill Track and studied the flora in the area. Of 
particular interest was a rice plant with a deep maroon 
colouring, most unusual Mrs. Millar, the leader's wife, 
reported. The children were intrigued with an echidna's 
antics. 


Further on in the Mt. Lonarch area we viewed with 
concern the devastation and desecration of the forest, 
where pines are being planted. 


Some members, returning by the Beaufort - Carngham 
road noted white necked and white faced herons, white ibis, 
spoonbills, and a pair of brolgas nesting in the middle 
of the swamp. 


The finding of two adult Koala skulls in one area 
posed a mystery. Both were quite clean and had been 
lying for a number of years, there were few skeletal bones 
in the vicinity. Could the animals have died of some 
disease within a short time? Could they have been the 
victims of shooters? Or could they have by coincidence 
died of natural causes in the same area? 
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PAPILIONACEAE. 
There are fourteen genera comprising 59 species in Victoria. 


Flowers consist of five petals - the standard, two 
lateral wings, and two lower petals joined together to form 
a keel. The keel covers the stamens and the pistil. The 


fruit is a pod. 


The genus PULTENAEA is distinguished by the presence 
of both stipules at the base of the leaves, and bracteoles 
(small appendages) on the calyx, or just below the calyx. 


Leaves are usually alternate or in groups of. three(illustrated 


In the genus DAVIESTA both stipules and bracteoles are 
absent. The leaves are alternate and rigid. Pods are 
triangular (illustrated). 


Leaves of the genus DILLWYNIA are alternate, incurved, 
and without stipules. There are smail deciduous bracteoles 
at the base of the calyx (illustrated). 


There are other small differences distinguishing 
Pultenaea, Daviesia and Dillwynia, but the above features 
may be starting points in beginning to identify these three 
species. Pultenaea gunnii is very common and widespread 
in the Ballarat district. P.pedunculata (prostrate) P. 
daphnoides, P. graveoleas also occur. P. muelleri, P. 
weindorferi are found in the Wombat forest. 


Dillwynias are widespread but not so common. OD. 
hispida, D. sericea, D. retorta. ; 

Daviesia corymbosa, D. latifolia, D. ulicifolia also 
Se eS : S. Bedggood. 


Editorial Panel: S. Bedggood, G. Binns, 
Be. Graye 
No part of this publication may be re-= 


produced or transmitted in any form or 
by any means without permission in 
writing from the author/authors., All 
rights reserved. 
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PROPOSED COASTAL '*CAMPOUT' 


Preliminary arrangements are being made for a club 
excursion to the Princetown area of the Western 
Victorian Coast. The areagoffers many varied aspects 
of interest to naturalists and we plan to stay in 
the well appointed Guide Lodge at Sherbrook River 
near Princetown on the Great Ocean Road, 

Lindsay Fink has provided these notes on the area:= 
The coastat strip from Peterborough to Princetown 
is a National Park which was declared in 1964, 

It is an area of 1750 acreg of wind swept Heath, 
Drooping sSheoaks and Stringy barks. 

Mutton Bird Island is near the Lochard Gorge and 

is a popular place for those birds to nest. Near 
by are some of Victoria's largest Penguin Rookeries. 
‘Other birds common to the area are Pied and Sooty 
Oystercatchers, Hooded Dotterel, Peregrine Falcon, 
Southern Emu wren, Brown Quail, Pipit, Blue winged 
Parrot, Tawny=crowned Honeyeater, Singing Honey- 
eater, Striated Field Wren and Bristle Bird. 

Inland are Kangaroos, Wallabies, Potoroos, various 
Rats and Possums. 

Aboriginals camped here from almost eternity, their 
middens, chips of flint and other artifacts are 
readily seeme 

The coastiine is most spectacular with vertival 
cliffs and deep gorges and is one of the most hostile 
in the world. 


THE PROPOSED DATES FOR THIS VENTURE ARE THE WEEKEND OF 
MARCH 25-27, 1977. MEMBERS AND FRIENDS ARE ASKED TO 
PLAN AHEAD FOR HAT PROMISES TO BE A WORTHWHILE 
CALENDAR ITEM. CHARGES FOR ACCOMUDATiCN I THE 
LODG: IS VERY REASONABLE AND CAMPSITES ARE ALSO 
AVALLABLE. 


THE PRESIDENT and his committee extend to all 
members, families and friends, Best Wishes for 
a Very Happy Christmas, a Bright and Prosperous 
New Year, Happy Holidaying and a safe return! 


See you all in 1977. 


Specialized Sparrow Weaver. 


Recent visitor to Ballarat, Dr. Gerald Maisel and 

his wife, from Los Angeles, gave a small gathering of 
members a very interestins and enjoyable slide show 

of clear, imaginitive, colourful photography 

showing birds, and other animals from Alaska, the 
Galapagos, and south Africa, 

But most interesting was the main feacture, 'The 
Sociable Weaver' (Philetairus socius). A South 
African bird, very much like our House Sparrow in 
Shape and in snad*«s of brown, it has adapted to be 
able to live in very harsh conditions of the desert 

in South West Africa. They live in colonies varying 
from 100 to 500 birds. Their homes are huge structures 
of dried grasses which are supported by trees and more 
lately telegraph poles. These huge communal nests 
have been known to have withstood the happenings of a 
100 years and from a distance resemble native thatched 
huts. : 

The remarkable thing about these birds is the control 
of food supplies eaten by these huge colonies living 
in dry, arid regions. supplies of seeds, grasses 

and insects would normally diminish quickly, but 

these birds manage to live in the region for years 
during seasons without rain. The slides showed tests 
carried out, to find the solution to this problem of 
survival of this species. It was found that the 
temperature in the many chambers of the huge structure 
is always degrees above the temperature outside. 

This was in the nignt and during the day it semms to 
be cooler inside the nest. The metabolism of the bird 
has evolved to save energy so that only a certain simnall 


‘amount of food is required. The energy is saved by the 


comfortable condition of not having to adjust the body 
temp. by food consumption..The colony roosts in the 
nest all year round. Each bird whether female or male 
helps in the construction and maintenance of the nest, 
The birds only breed when tney know there will be eno- 
ugh food to feed their young. Which are reared in 
bottle shaped nests woven below the large straw 
thatched roof. Atl birds cooperate in the continuous 
building and repairing of the construction, The main 
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predator is the Cape Python, One snake can work through 
a colony and take an entire generation of eges and 
chicks, The life of the Sociable Weaver is a busy one, 
Feed, Make nests, breed and sleep is their whole life, 


contributed by Georgina Binns, 


Ed. Note, 


The only Australian bird to nest in large colonies is 
the Shining Starling of Northern Queensland. These 
birds festoon a tree with many individual nests but 
do not contrust a communal roof. Closer to home, our 
most impulsive builders are perhaps the White Browed 
Babblers, These build seperate nest~like roosting 
dormitories in groups apart from the breeding nest. 


GRAMPIANS CAMPOUT 


Our attempt on the Major Mitchell Plateau during the 
weekend of Nov. 21,22 proved to be literally “under 

a cloud", We partly climbed to the first meadow from 
the Mafeking side but heavy cloud cover and constant 
rain caused a change in plans. Makeking and Lake 
Muirhead were the two areas explored during the re- ? 
mainder of the weekend. Notable recordings were: the 
large numbers of Sulphur Crested Cockatoo, Core@la, 
Gang Gang C., and Y.T.Black Cockatoo; the Crescent. 
Honeyeater3; numerous pairs of Red Capped Dotterels, 

The Stockyard Creek precincts was an excellent area 
for the botanists as many plant species were still 
flowering. Although very dry, the Barbican Rocks ‘moss 
gardens' area provided many interesting observations 
including two sinister species in the Fairys Apron 
plants and Scorpions, 


A_NOTE for Members on the MATLING LIST, 


Any member, or a friend, who would like the News Sheet 
mailed a few days before the meeting can have this done 
by paying the yearly postage of $1.80 (Due February or 
March 1977 meeting). There is no News Sheet printed in 
January or February. 

(Mrs. B. Gray, 501 Ligar St., Ballarat 3350. Ph. 322130.) 


